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Affordability still a major barrier to access

The high cost to connect is excluding
billions from the digital revolution

Nearly half of the world’s population is still offline
At current rates, on track to miss global access target by 20+ years

Just 43 out of 95 countries met the
“1 for 2" affordability target in 2020
1GB for 2% or less of average monthly income
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Key Indicators Across Region (AN
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Across Asia-Pacific...
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Meaningful Connectivity

The internet that people
need to change their lives.

Almost half the world x__4

cannot get online. We must make

The other half, too sure everyone has v

often, has just a basic Meaningful Connectivity regular access,

connection. ,, so they can benefit from a suitable device,
td all the internet has to offer. . enough data and

That means having

a fast connection.

www.a4ai.org
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Meaningful Connectivity

Meaningful Connectivity -
where everyone has the ability
to use the internet every day
using an appropriate device with
enough data and a fast
connection.

Even in countries where the
overall digital gender gap is
small, the meaningful
connectivity gap in terms of
gender is significant.
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COLOMBIA

Internet Access

'84.1% ’

Gender Gap:
0.9%

83.7% 84.5%

Meaningful
Connectivity

50.9% ’

Gender Gap:
16.9%
=
47.1% 55.1%
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GHANA

Internet Access

30.3% l

Gender Gap:
5.8%

|
29.4% 31.2%

Meaningful
Connectivity

By

12.5%

Gender Gap:
14.9%

11.7% 13.4%
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INDONESIA

Internet Access

77.6%

Gender Gap:
-0.1%

77.6% 77.5%

Meaningful
Connectivity

50.2% ’

Gender Gap:
2.6%

49.5% 50.8%

Internet Access

D

23.2

Gender Gap:
42.9%

19.2% 27.9%

Source: A4Al 2020 | 2020 Web Foundation nationally representative household survey data in Colombia, Ghana, Uganda and Indonesia
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https://a4ai.org/meaningful-connectivity/

Connecting Humanity 2030 (R
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https://www.itu.int/en/myitu/Publications/2020/08/31/08/38/Connecting-Humanity
https://www.itu.int/en/myitu/Publications/2020/08/31/08/38/Connecting-Humanity
https://www.itu.int/en/myitu/Publications/2020/08/31/08/38/Connecting-Humanity

Connecting Humanity 2030
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Connecting Humanity to Broadband — Investment

Connecting Humanity to Broadband — Investment Requirements by Region
Requirements by Country Income Group
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Despite
progress, the
investment
needs
remain
significant.



Infrastructure Alone is not Sufficient (AN

% of Population

4G Coverage of the Population - 2019
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Beyond infrastructure:
Complementary initiatives are
needed to connect people already
covered by broadband networks.
These include programs to increase
and support device affordability,
affordability of data and services,
digital skills programs and content,
with a special focus on closing the
digital gender gap.
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Thank you!

sonia.jorge@webfoundation.org



